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ing and perfectly ill-favoured," and "half a madman," and she tells
the tale of his having, in jealousy over Miss Miller, the actress,
knocked down Colman the actor who, according to her, was half his
height,-1 More justifiably he had repressed one Adair5 who in a
quarrel with him (also at a theatre) had handed him his card with
words "my name is Adair, Sir," with the reply "I hear it and am not
terrified."" This side of Penneck's character may perhaps be partly
accounted for by hereditary gout, which for months of every year
"disabled him from active exertion" and may well have hastened the
Trustees' provision in 1778 of reliefs in the Reading Room from
the Departmental Under-Librarians, though active physical exertion,
other than much standing, is hardly even today required of the
Superintendent. 23
4. PUBLICATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS
Between the foundation of the Museum and the death of Morton
at the end of the century there was little feverish activity, and it must
be stated that some of the Under-Librarians soon ceased to be, in Miss
Talbot's phrase, "made happy by their places," and found leisure for
not very seemly disputes over their quarters in the wings.M The
officers were only bound to attend for two six-hour days in the week,
and even that seemed to the Trustees to require an apologetic justifi-
cation. In a Minute of 2ist June, 1759, the Standing Committee
informed them: "The Committee think proper to add that the
requiring the attendance of the officers during the whole of the six
hours that the Museum is open is not a wanton or useless piece of
severity, as the two vacant hours [i.e. vacant from the conducting of
visitors] (if it is not thought too great a burden upon the officers)
might very usefully be employed by them in better ranging the
several collections especially in the Department of Manuscripts
[where, one would suppose, they least needed it], and preparing
catalogues for publication^ which last the Committee think so neces-
sary a work that till it is performed the several collections can be but
imperfectly useful to the public." Two years after this pathetic appeal
the Trustees were apparently converted by their Officers, for they
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